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Of Homer’s Odyssey 


Where lives the man that never yet did hear 
Of chaste Penelope, Ulysses’ Queen, 

Who kept her faith unspotted twenty year, 
Till he return’d that farre away had been 
And many men and many towns had seen? 
Ten year at siege of Troy he lingring lay, 
And ten year in the midland sea did stray. 


Homer, to whom the Muses did carouse 

A great deep cup with heavenly nectar fill’d: 

The greatest, deepest cup in Jove’s great house 
(For Jove himself had so expressly will’d): 

He drank off all, ne let one drop be spill’d. 
Since when, his brain that had before been dry, 
Became the well-spring of all Poetry. 


—Sir John Davies 


